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Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday June 3rd, 2025 

6PM @ Black Hill Ranger Station 

 

Attendees:  

Gabrielle Oldham  Ron Anderson  Dori Murphy   

Katie Kranich   Matt Spiroff  Emilio Concari   

Tom Frederick  Mickenzzi (NRCC camper)  Jackson (NRCC camper) 

Call to Order 

Gabrielle brought the meeting to order at 6:04 PM.  

The May 2025 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved by the Board by email on 

05/28/2025.  

Treasurer’s report 

John provided the treasurer’s report: 

• The Board will be placing the funds from the Board’s CD account into the Board’s 

checking account once the CD matures in June 2025.  

• John made a motion for the Cecil Board to fund NRCC 2025 tuition for two campers 

from Cecil. Ron seconded the motion, and all Board members voted in favor of the 

motion. 

• No new Board expenses incurred in the month of May 2025.   

 

Maryland Big Tree Program 

John Provided the Big Tree Program Report: 

May Big Tree Report 
CECIL – As a result of the article which appeared on May 6th – 
“Maryland Marks 100 Years of Big Trees” – we received 3 



 

nominations—yellow-poplar, white oak, general.  I have resolved the 
last two; the yellow-poplar’s owner has completed the forms, and we 
need to visit the tree. 

STATE – The Big Tree Centennial Contest began on May 24th.  There have been 

inquiries, but no tree has been nominated yet.  It runs until Labor Day and is open 

to any tree over 15’ in circumference located in a State Forest.  Prize money is 

available for the 5 biggest trees found. Media outreach from the Office of 

Communication has been fantastic, including TV and radio coverage as well as 

local print media and Facebook. 

As a result of the May 6th article (see above), I have been swamped with 40+ 
responses.  Most have either nominated trees that are obviously too small, or the 
nominator has wanted information related to big tree data.  About a dozen have 
potential qualifying trees and they have been sent the paperwork.  About a half 
dozen have returned the paperwork and some of those trees have already been 
measured. 
 
May 12-13 – Joli McCathran and Geary Schwemmer had previously scheduled a 
camping trip in Southern MD to re-measure trees.  They were rained out of the 
May 12th day scheduled for Charles County.  On the 13th they visited St. Mary’s 
County; re-measured 4 trees, rejected a new tree as too small, and measured 
three new trees—a northern red oak in Newtowne Neck State Park, a sweetgum 
at Point Lookout State Park, and a southern red oak at St. Mary’s College of 
Maryland.  The first two trees became county champions.  They had help from 
various volunteers throughout the day   

 



 

 

May 8 – Geary and Sharon Schwemmer re-measured 1 tree and measured two 
new trees in Carroll County—a white oak and American basswood. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

May 2 – Bruce Phillips and Dakota Durcho measured 2 trees in Frederick 

County – a northern red oak and white oak.  Both trees have the same owner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

May 11 – Linda Barker and Marc Lipnick measured 7 new trees at the Hampton 

National Historical Park and Mansion.  They were two white ash (both treated for 

EAB), white oak, paulownia, white fringetree, yellow poplar, hornbeam.  The 

fringetree is the new State Champion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

May 27 – Joli McCathran and Tim Overstreet measured 8 trees on three 

properties belonging to Howard County government.  Tim is the Director of 

Howard County Recreation and Parks.  Howard County in the last 10 years 

acquired three large mansions/estates from private owners to prevent them from 

being developed.  They are Longwood, Belmont Mansion and Conference Center, 

and Blandair.  The trees are American basswood, dawn redwood, eastern 

arborvitae, eastern white pine, cryptomeria, Nordmann fir, Port orford cedar, 

southern magnolia.  Most are new Howard County champions; the arborvitae is a 

new State co-champion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Natural Resources Career Camp (NRCC) Update 

Gabrielle provided the update. 

• Camp welcome and information packages have been sent out to campers. Registration 

for camp is nearly full. 

• The Cecil Board interviewed two new NRCC applicants, Jackson and Mickenzzie, at the 

meeting.   

• John made a motion for the Cecil Board to sponsor Jackson going to NRCC 2025. Dori 

seconded the motion, and all Board members voted in favor of the motion. 

• John made a motion for the Cecil Board to sponsor Mickenzzie going to NRCC 2025. Dori 

seconded the motion, and all Board members voted in favor of the motion. 

Website Update 

Ron provided the report:  

• The May Meeting Minutes and the June Meeting Agenda were added to the website.  

Old Business 

• The Board debriefed on the St. Mary Anne’s Garden Market 2025. Overall, the event went 

very well, and we were fortunate to receive good weather for the duration of the event. 

St Mary Anne’s reported that attendance was slightly lower than the previous year’s 

event, but still very good.  

• The Board would like to extend a special thank you to Mike Morgan for donating three 

exemplary red chokeberry plants for the Board to host a (free) raffle for guests that visited 

the Board’s booth at the Garden Market.  

New Business 

• The Board discussed having the three NRCC campers return to a meeting after camp to 

discuss their experiences from camp.  

• The Board also discussed hosting a forest health representative from MDA at a future 

meeting to discuss forest health related updated for Cecil County.  

• The Board also discussed having Jordan Brown at a meeting in the winter of 2025-26 to 

discuss changes to the Forestry Boards and how the new structuring will work in Central 

Region. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:25 PM. 

The next meeting date is Wednesday July 9th at 6:00pm.  

 


